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By Kellie Dietrich
Reading  Eagle

Madison Weaver has attend-
ed farm shows with her parents, 
Fred and Tammy Weaver, since 
she was born.

Crowned the 2018 Miss 
American Angus, Weaver, 
18, grew up on her family’s 
farm, Weaver Show Cattle, in 
Ephrata. The national honor is 
especially significant because 
Pennsylvania is not considered 
a beef state.

“I loved growing up on a 
farm, because of the relation-
ship I developed with the ani-
mals and working with them,” 
she said. 

Weaver’s love of farming may 
stem from the generations of 
farmers in her family. Her ma-
ternal grandparents, Wilson 
and Laverne Balthaser, are 
dairy farmers. And her parents 
are farmers. Her mom was an 
accomplished 4-H and FFA 
member, and a former state 
dairy princess, while her dad 
grew up showing beef cattle and 
fitting them.

“I like to think of it as a hair-
dresser,” Weaver said about 
what it means to “fit” cattle. 

Their hair is washed and 
blown out with adhesive 
worked in to make the hair look 
shiny and beautiful. 

Growing up and attending 

shows with her dad is how 
Weaver and her 14-year-old 
brother, Hayden, started show-
ing heifers, but Weaver gives 
both of her parents credit for 
igniting her passion. 

“Both of my parents really 
inspired me to show cattle,” she 
said. “Both really helped with 
that spark.”

Weaver enjoys showing beef 
and dairy cattle — noting that 
they are complete opposites 
when it comes to pleasing the 
judges. Dairy is all about milk 
production, so the judges look 
for good udders and the heifers 
are smaller. When evaluating 
beef, judges look for large, 
structurally sound animals. 

Weaver showed her 
1,200-pound heifer, Penny, at 
the Pennsylvania Farm Show 
and the National Junior Angus 
Show in the beef category. 

“I like Penny a lot because 
she is really structurally correct 
and has a good temperament,” 
she said. 

Penny’s massive size helped 
her stand out as well. The judg-
es looked at how well Penny 

walked and “basically how pret-
ty she is,” said Weaver, which is 
why Penny’s hair is washed and 
blown out every day.

To prepare herself for the 
ring, Weaver said she thinks of 
it as a “game-day mindset” by 
knowing that whatever hap-
pens, happens; however, she is 
confident when showing heifers 
because she works with them 
constantly.

“I build a connection with 
them, and that makes them feel 
calm and safe when they’re in 
a new place,” said Weaver, who 
shows new heifers each year. 

Penny, who is now a cow with 
the sole responsibility of moth-
erhood, helped Madison earn 
a top-five place at the National 
Junior Angus Show. The top 
five candidates then moved on 
to the National Angus Conven-
tion that was held in November 
in Columbus, Ohio.

At the convention, each can-
didate is judged on a speech, 
interview and knowledge exam. 
The theme for the speech was 
“believing in better,” and Weav-
er broke hers down into three 

Showtime
The latest in a long line of accomplished cattle 
farmers, “Miss American Angus” Madison Weaver 
works daily with her heifers to build a connection. 
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READING EAGLE: LAUREN A. LITTLE
Madison Weaver with her cow Bubba.

main categories: better cattle, 
better product and bettering 
ourselves. 

“Miss American Angus is 
something I’ve always wanted,” 
Weaver said. “It gave me the op-
portunity to succeed in some-
thing I’ve always loved.” 

Weaver was stunned, excited 
and humbled when she won. 

“It means the world to me,” 
she said.  

Now that she’s crowned, 
Weaver’s goal is to educate con-
sumers about agriculture. She 
said many consumers have im-
mediate positive or negative re-
actions to things such as GMOs 
and organic foods, but aren’t 
educated about what the terms 
actually mean, or fully under-
stand their pros and cons.

Weaver also plans to work 
with kids who are interested 
in agriculture. She already in-
teracts with kids at state shows 
and other events she attends as 
Miss American Angus. 

Weaver acknowledges that 
the beef industry likely will 
struggle this year because of  
heavy rain and flooding in the 

Midwest, which will cause beef 
prices to rise. She believes there 
will be an increase in technolo-
gy for Angus breeders. 

Angus Herd Improvement 
Records, or AHIR, now is used 
by Angus breeders to deter-
mine strengths and weakness-
es in animals and help with 
breeding decisions. Records 
are submitted on weights and 
measurements, plus carcass 
and ultrasound data, to join the 
millions of other records in the 
AHIR database, the largest beef 
cattle database. With farmers 
using AHIR and improvements 
in technology, Weaver believes 
better cattle will be bred, which 
will help the beef industry im-
mensely.

In addition to her role as 
Miss American Angus, Weaver 
is a freshman at Penn State 
Berks, where she studies ani-
mal science. She plans to earn 
a master’s degree in ruminant 
nutrition. She is also part of the 
Pennsylvania Junior Holstein 
Association. ❂
Contact Kellie Dietrich:  
kdietrich@readingeagle.com.
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