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By Kellie Dietrich
Readi ng  Eag le

Kutztown High School 
students who are concerned 
about honeybees fi nally have 
their chance to work with them, 
thanks to a nonprofi t group ded-
icated to helping the pollinators.

Honeybees are essential for 
human survival. One in every 
three bites of food would be 
unavailable without them, said 
Guillermo Fernandez, direc-
tor of the Honeybee Conser-
vancy, a nonprofi t organization 
dedicated to helping bees. 
Honeybees pollinate the plants 
responsible for healthy foods, 

including almonds, strawber-
ries, apples and broccoli.

Because of the pressure on 
bees, Kutztown’s FFA applied 
for the Sponsor-A-Hive partner-
ship with the Honeybee Con-
servancy. Finally, after applying 
three times, this year the FFA’s 
application was accepted, and 
the honeybees arrived in May, 
said Celeste Ball, Kutztown FFA 
adviser and agricultural teacher 
at Kutztown High School.

Her students are ecstatic.
The hive will be used as a 

teaching aid for agriculture sci-
ence and horticulture classes, 
and an educational tool for the 
middle and elementary schools.

“I had several students who 
have been interested in honey-
bees and in the pollination of 
diff erent agricultural crops,” Ball 
said in an email interview. “They 
were also greatly concerned with 
the decline of the bees due to dis-
eases, pollution and parasites.”

“Populations of bees around 
the world are declining, and vi-
ruses are known to contribute 
to these declines,” said David 
Galbraith, research scientist at 
Bristol Myers Squibb and a re-
cent Penn State graduate. “De-
spite the importance of bees as 
pollinators of fl owering plants 
in agricultural and natural 
landscapes and the importance 
of viruses to bee health, our 
understanding of bee viruses is 
surprisingly limited.”

When bees suff er, the entire 
food chain suff ers, from herbi-
vores to omnivores. When bees 
pollinate fruits and vegetables, 
not only does the quantity of 
the food increase but also the 
quality, appearance and taste, 
according to the conservancy.

Honey is the only food that 
includes all substances neces-
sary to sustain life, including 

vitamins, minerals and water. 
Honey is a natural sweetener for 
recipes, has benefi ts for nausea 
and indigestion, and is known as 
an exfoliator to treat acne, the 
conservancy stated.

Without honeybees, there will 
be no honey, and bees face many 
threats, including loss of habitat, 
global warming and invasive 
pests, such as the varroa mite, 
which can destroy entire colo-
nies if left untreated. Pesticides 
are a great danger to honeybees 
as well, considering that 80 per-
cent of bees live in the ground.

Honeybees are not on the en-
dangered list and make up one 
of 4,000 bee species; however, 
one in three bee species are 
headed toward extinction, Fer-
nandez said.

The Honeybee Conservancy 
sent all necessary equipment 
for Kutztown’s FFA members 

Thanks to the Honeybee Conservancy, which 
provided a hive, Kutztown High School students 
will be learning about the stressed pollinators.

FFA honeybee hive 
is a sweet treasure

READING EAGLE: NATALIE KOLB

Kutztown High School students 
and FFA members, from left, Mi-
chael Raudenbush, 15, a sopho-
more; Thea LaMastra, 17, a junior; 
and Ethan Sanner, 16, a junior, 
check on the school’s beehive.



to successfully care for the hive. 
FFA students checked on the 
hive throughout the summer 
and will have to prepare the 
hive for winter when the bees 
become inactive.

As of mid-September, the 
bees were doing well. Students 
will harvest honey until next 
year, since the honey the bees 
collect this year will be used to 
sustain the hive throughout the 
winter, Ball said.

Many hives suff er from colony 
collapse disorder in the winter, 
and the reason it occurs is of-
ten unclear. In colony collapse 
disorder, the majority of worker 
bees in a colony suddenly disap-
pears, leaving behind the queen 
bee and breaking up the colony, 
according to the conservancy.

Ball hopes the hive will sur-
vive the winter.

“The hive and the study of 
bees are great educational tools 
that provide some much-need-
ed hands-on opportunities for 
students to learn about insects, 
pollination and other related 
topics,” she said.

To help save the honeybee 
population, Fernandez recom-

mends buying food and prod-
ucts sold by local beekeepers 
and avoiding the use of pesti-
cides or herbicides, because 
they cause plants to become 
toxic to pollinators.

“We encourage people to 
leave a section of their garden 
untended or put out a bee bath,” 
he said.

For a bee-friendly garden, 
plant perennials, plants that 
come back year after year, for 
bees and other pollinators to 
feed on. It’s important to select 
fl owers that bloom in spring, 
summer and fall so they always 
have food.

Like humans, bees need to 
stay hydrated, which is where 
the bee bath comes in. Bee 
baths can be simple or elabo-
rate. Fill a dish with colored 
marbles — or rocks, twigs or 
sea glass — that are higher than 
the water so the bees can drink 
without drowning.

Honeybees won’t thrive with-
out human help, and we won’t 
be able to enjoy the food we 
love without them. ❂
Contact Kellie Dietrich: 
country@readingeagle.com.
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Honeybees in 
the hive that 
Kutztown’s FFA 
program re-
ceived from the 
Sponsor-A-Hive 
partnership 
with the Hon-
eybee Conser-
vancy.

Step into History!

37th

Annual

Family Fun...

On Stage...
Pawnshop Bound ...............................................................11-1
Dr. Witzelsucht and Ken Gehret ........................1:05-1:45

Tom Vollmer & Friends
featuring Haley Sheeler ............................... 2-4:30

Awards Presentation ................................... 3:00

SUNDAY 
OCT. 7

11AM - 4:30PM

610-374-8839 www.countyofberks.com/parks

Berks County Parks
& Recreation Dept

presented by:

at Berks County Heritage Center
1102 Red Bridge Road, Reading

                  $5 Parking Donation

FESTIVAL
Heritage

• Carriage and Wagon Show
• Antique Farm Equipment
• Trick Roping with Sue Kies

11:30, 12:30, 1:45, 3:00
• Draft Horse Activities

  Driving Demos 12:45-1:15
  Obstacle Course 2:00
  Horse Pull 3:15

• Antique Auto Display
1959 and Earlier

• Arts & Crafts Vendors
• Running of Otto Engine 12:30 and 3:00
• Wahoo Medicine Show and Phydeaux’s Flying Flea Circus
• Matt Dodd Music at the Canal Center 11:30, 1:30 and 3:30
• Wertz’s Red Bridge Talk 1:00 and 2:30 with Fred Moll
• “Mildred” the Houseboat
• Children’s Pedal Tractor Pull

1:30-2:00 (Registration 1:00-1:30)
• Family Games & Activities
• Tours of Hiester Canal Center, Gruber Wagon Works and 

Melcher’s Grist Mill
• Book Signing

“A Place I Called Home” author Beth L. Hartman
• Storytelling by Karen Terri Ludwig
• History of the Lenni Lenape Indians with Darius Puff 
• Guitar Workshop with Butch Imhoff 


