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By Kellie Dietrich
Reading  Eag le

There’s one Berks County 
apple festival that has grown 
from being just a small event 
attended by church members 
to a thriving event attended by 
more than 400 families.

It’s the annual Apple Festival 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Amity Township, which will 
host its 10th event on Saturday, 
Oct. 6, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Anna Brown, 83, said the 
crowd favorite is the apple 
dumpling, and she and her vol-
unteers will bake between 800 
and 1,000 dumplings for the fest.

Brown says they follow a 
recipe for the church apple 
dumplings, but she didn’t grow 
up using recipes.

“I learned baking by watching 
my mother,” Brown said. “She 
never had a recipe.

“The old-fashioned way is 
done by feel,” said Brown, who 
has been involved with the 
church’s kitchen for 32 years 
and is head of the kitchen team 
creating the treats for the apple 
festival.

In addition to dumplings, her 
team will bake apple crumb 
pies and apple topping for the 
pancake breakfast. Hamburg-

ers, hot dogs and pulled pork 
also will be sold.

With all the rain this summer, 
Brown said the apples needed 
more sun; however, the McIn-
tosh apples she needs are avail-
able and reasonably priced.

Bringing the community 
together is the goal, and this is 
a festival that attracts families 
from all over Berks County.

“It’s really wonderful to see 
people work together, and the 
fellowship is beautiful,” she 
said. 

Festival admission and park-
ing are free. The entertainment 
includes Grammy-winning 
guitarist David Cullen, the 
Boyertown Ceremonial Band, 
Whiskey Kreek Acoustic, the 
Crow Hill Bluegrass Band and 
Elvis tribute artist Jeff  Krick.

There is also a craft show, 
puppet and animal shows and 
train exhibits. Tickets ($1 to 
$5) are required for some chil-
dren’s activities, such as the 
moon bounce and pony rides.

“When we sell out of every-
thing, it’s been a good event,” 
Brown said.

To pre-order food or for more 
information, visit www.stpauls-
douglassville.com. ❂
Contact Kellie Dietrich: 
country@readingeagle.com.

Church matriarch gets rolling 
for 10th annual apple fest

COURTESY OF ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anna Brown, 83, gets an early start on making dough for the 800 to 
1,000 apple dumplings that will be available for sale at the apple fest 
Oct. 6 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Amity Township. www.readingliederkranz.com

on Twitter
@RdgLiederkranz
#RLKOktoberfest

Wednesday 5-10 PM
Thursday 5-10 PM
Friday 5-10:30 PM
Saturday 11AM-10 PM
Sunday 11 AM-6 PM

HOURS:

Rated the #1 
Oktoberfest 

in the USA by 
USA Today!

Park & Ride the FREE Shuttle Bus
County Fields and Antietam Pool

Admission $10 for 21 and over

October 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7
at the Reading Liederkranz
143 Spook Lane, Reading PA 19606   610-373-3982

Parade 
Authentic German Food & Beverages

Beer-Tapping Ceremony
German Dancers & Singers 

Roving Magician & Ventriloquist 

Featuring Continuous German Music

DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 

Like Us On

Antiques
& Auctions

Don’t miss this great opportunity to tell our 
readers where to start their treasure hunt.

The section will include information on 
auctions, collectibles, antiques and more.

Berks County and the surrounding areas 
are an antique and collectibles mecca — make 
sure treasure hunters know how to fi nd you.
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Contact your Reading Eagle advertising consultant 
or call Lynn Strausser at 610-371-5124


