
The First Major: 
The Inside Story of 
the 2016 Ryder Cup
by John Feinstein

Award-winning author John Feinstein takes 
readers behind the scenes of the most heated 
three days in the Ryder Cup’s history. He shares 
the stories of Phil Mickelson of the American 
golf team, Rory McIlroy of the European team and 
the return of Tiger Woods as an assistant captain. 

The Rooster Bar
by John Grisham

Mark, Todd and Zola are in their third year of 
law school when they learn a shady New York 
hedge-fund operator owns the school and also a 
bank specializing in student loans. Realizing they 
are in The Great Law School Scam, they decide 
to try and find a way to escape their debt, and 
expose the bank and scam.

Promise Me, Dad
by Joe Biden

In 2014, Joe and Jill Biden’s eldest son Beau, who 
was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor 15 
months earlier, said, “Promise me, Dad. Give me 
your word that no matter what happens, you’re 
going to be alright.” Joe promises, and in his 
memoir, he chronicles the year that follows where 
he must balance the responsibilities of vice 
president and also those of a husband, father, 
grandfather and friend.
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MUSIC

or, most often, as a duo with Zach Jones adding 
percussion. At venues like Edge in Bethlehem, 
The Shelby in Allentown, The Hamilton Kitchen 
and Bar, SteelStacks—too many to list—Harakal’s 
unique spin on folk and popular music shows 
his versatility and knack for curating a setlist.

It’s the open mic, though, that has given him 
the greatest reward, ever since his first perfor-
mance in college. “This guy Butch Imhoff ran an 
open mic in the food court,” Harakal recalls. “I had 
really bad social anxiety, and it was huge for me 
to convince myself to do it.” Now he performs for 
a living, and pays that transformative experience 
forward. “One of my main goals is to try to help 
the local scene along.” 

Check out his open mics regularly at The Wood-
en Match and Tocci’s Tailgater’s in Bethlehem.

timharakal.com

If you like a bit of live music with your evenings 
out, chances are you’ve heard the mellifluous voice 
of Whitehall’s Tim Harakal, ubiquitous at casual 
venues and host of open mics around the Valley.

Not only is his family full of music lovers, but 
his grandfather played in a four-piece band. “There 
was always a guitar in the corner,” Harakal says. 

“It was only a matter of time.”
Harakal gravitated toward the pull of meaning-

ful lyrics. With one album-cutting exercise under 
his belt, he’s in the process of generating another 
for release this year, full of the bright messages 
that help cheer us through life. A love of Metallica 
draws on the complexity, if not the sound, of their 
arrangements, while his foremost inspiration,  
Jason Mraz’s early work, is more obvious in the 
gymnastic musicality of Harakal’s voice and guitar.

It’s a wonder he has any time for originals, 
playing out up to nine times a week, either solo 

Tim Harakal
By Daisy Willis 
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