
Before Union and Finch opened this past summer, owner Shahnaz Hanna felt there was a void to
be filled in Allentown’s West End. “That void was a casual, modern bistro with a mature sense of 
hospitality combined with a neighborhood vibe,” says Hanna. With the help of her husband and 
family, Hanna bought the building that housed the former JP O’Malley’s Pub with the intent to fill 
that void. She also pulled inspiration from some of her favorite local restaurants in New York City 
from when she lived there with her husband. 

“Our food is casual American fare with familiar favorites. You’ll also see diversity in our menu 
like poutine and shakshuka, a Middle Eastern dish for brunch,” says Hanna. “Believe it or not, 
our best seller is our chicken and waffle right now. Customers rave about it.” Other popular items 
include the tuna tacos and Pat LaFrieda burgers. To drink, they offer a classic cocktail list and 
fourteen craft beers on tap. 

Union and Finch has received a great response from customers. “We’re very active in engaging 
customers for their feedback, and overall, people love the food and open, airy atmosphere of our space,” 
says Hanna. Visit Union and Finch during happy hours for $3.50 draft beers, $7 specialty cocktails 
and tasty appetizers.

1528 W. Union St., Allentown | 610.432.1522 | unionandfinch.com
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Roey’s Paintbox Parties has a new location 
on the Allentown ArtsWalk, created by owner, 
instructor, illustrator, artist and children’s 
book author Roey Ebert. “Allentown is where 
my life story is. I was born here, married here, 
schooled here and taught here,” says Ebert. “I 
love the whole vibe of the downtown and 
especially the ArtsWalk. I am so thrilled to 
share this spot with my customers. We have 
so much fun during our painting parties and 
this new studio just feels like home.” 

The fun doesn’t stop at her studio though. 
Ebert visits schools for painting parties, which 
allows her to combine her love of art and teach-
ing. “I feel art gives me a tool to teach on so 
many levels. The colors and visual enrichment 
offer a vast array of benefits to everyone taking 
a class,” says Ebert. “Sharing your own art with 
children and watching them recreate it in their 
own unique way is such a fun experience for 
both the teacher and student, and allows you 
to see how each person or child is completely 
unique in their own thoughts and ideas, and 
their uniqueness should be embraced.”

21 N. 7th St., Allentown 

610.216.0571 | roeyspaintbox.com

EMBRACE 
UNIQUENESS  
with Roey’s Paintbox Parties

Café Vida is a unique space for the community of Allentown to eat, drink and gather. Founded by 
Pastors Randy and Maribel Landis, the café is a nonprofit organization that stemmed from Life Church 
Ministries. After 25 years of ministry and five church campuses, Randy and Maribel decided they 
wanted to open a business intentional about partnering with locals and serving the community. 
Each quarter, Café Vida partners with a local organization like Allentown Rescue Mission or Turning 
Point of Lehigh Valley to help serve a need in the community. Additionally, Café Vida supports 
local business partners by serving products from Johnny’s Bagels and One Village Coffee.

19 N. 6th St., Allentown | 610.351.3799 | cafevida.org

Be Part of the Story! 
Do you know a must-try dish or drink at a 

local restaurant? Tell us and we might high-

light it in a future Eat or Drink This! 

Is there a topic you’d like to see covered in 

our Ask the Expert column? We want to know. 

editor@lehighvalleystyle.com
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